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BIG SKY SUPPLIES - THE THIRD PLATE (UPDATED JUNE, 2025) 

The legislation is covered by the Vehicle Registration & Licensing Act (Chapter 13:14) and the Vehicle 
Registration & Licensing Regulations – Statutory Instrument 427 of 1999 (Regs). This area is 
administered by the Central Vehicle Registry (CVR).   

DISPLAYING THE THIRD PLATE: 

Vehicle Registration & Licensing Act (Chapter 13:14) (Editor: Read with SI 427/1999, below). 

The registration mark and number allocated to a vehicle must be displayed and maintained … in the 
prescribed manner. Section 10 (1).  

An owner of a vehicle who fails to display or maintain his vehicle's registration mark or number in 
terms of subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding level three. 
Section 10 (2). (Editor: A Level 3 fine is currently $30). 

Vehicle Registration & Licensing (Regs) Statutory Instrument 427 0f 1999 

Vehicles:  Every vehicle fitted with a windscreen must display the Third Plate behind the 
windscreen. Section 11 (4)(a). The gazetting of SI 43/ 2016 (effective 15 April, 2016), provides the 
option of displaying on the quarter glass or side window.  

Trailers and motorcycles: must display the Third Plate “in a conspicuous position in a waterproof 
holder”. Section 11 (4)(b). 

From the Schedule of Deposit Fines (Traffic), 2024 
 

• c.s 11(4)(b)* Fail to display a third plate in a manner prescribed by law (i.e. self-adhesive 
lamina/ on front windscreen, side or quarter glass). Level 3, currently $30 

• c.s 11(4)(c.)** Fail to display a third plate in a waterproof holder (trailer/motor cycle). Level 
2, currently $15 

 
* Editor’s note: Should read c.s. 11(4)(a) ** Editor’s note: Should read c.s. 11(4)(b) 

“TAMPERING” WITH THE THIRD PLATE: 

When fining motorists, members of ZRP are writing under the charge section of traffic fine form 
Z69J: c.s. 11(4)(b) of VRAL Act SI 427/99 “tampering with third number plate” 

(The full version of this would read: Section 11(4)(b) of Vehicle Registration and Licensing Act SI 
427/99 “tampering with third number plate”). 

Big Sky’s view, based on the advice of our legal advisors and industry experts: 

• There is no reference to “tampering” with or defacing the third number plate anywhere in SI 
427/1999, in SI 43/2016 or the Vehicle Registration & Licensing Act. 

• There is no reference to “tampering” with or defacing the third number plate in the 
Schedule of Deposit Fines (Traffic), 2024. 

• Section 11 of the Schedule of Deposit Fines (Traffic), 2024, is not an accurate reflection of 
section 11 of SI 427/1999, in both wording and numbering.  

• Nowhere in the Act or SI is it stated that a Third Plate cannot be removed from a previous 
windscreen, quarter glass or side window and displayed on the replacement glass. 
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To be compliant, it is the responsibility of the vehicle owner to display and maintain the Third Plate 
(Section 10 (1) of the Act). The vehicle is compliant when: 

• The Third Plate is displayed behind the windscreen, quarter glass or side window.  

• The registration details are easily read and match the registration plate and vehicle licence  
disc. 

In summary, if the above conditions are met, the Third Plate is compliant and ZRP are not in a 
position to impose a fine. There is no offence.  

PS: An original Third Plate that has aged due to exposure to the sun has not been “tampered’ with, it 
is just worn. 

Editors Tips:  

• The location of the Third Plate, i.e. left or right or centre, is not stated. However, for ease of 
viewing and the roadside safety of members of ZRP, we recommend displaying the Third 
Plate on the left- hand side of the vehicle, including trailers and motorcycles. 

• To avoid accidently damaging the Third Plate, position it away from the licence discs that are 
changed frequently. 

If you feel you are being treated unfairly involving the Third Plate, you are encouraged to contact: 
 
ZRP NATIONAL: Complaints Desk/Tip offs (to report incidents or complain about police.) +263 (0)2 42 
703631 or WhatsApp +263 (0)712 800 197 
 
POLICE OPERATIONS (24/7) 
Harare +263 (0)242 748836 / +263 (0)242 777777 
Bulawayo  +263 (0)292 273547 / +263 (0) 292 2883930 
 
Copies of the Act, statutory instruments and the Schedule of Deposit Fines (Traffic), 2024, are 
available to download from https://bigsky.co.zw/category/roads-traffic/ (Vehicle Registration & 
Licensing section).  

REPLACEMENT OF THE THIRD PLATE: 

• “Where a third plate is lost or damaged, the Registrar may issue a duplicate upon payment 
of an appropriate fee”. (Regs) Section 10 (7). 

• “Where the registration plate is lost or damaged, the Registrar shall allocate a new 
registration mark and number for the vehicle…” (Regs) Section 10 (8).  

Therefore, a Third Plate can be replaced without the need for a new registration number and book, 
however this is required if the Registration Plate is lost or damaged. 

Replacement of the Third Plate costs $35.00 at Central Vehicle Registry office  and at post offices in 
the main centres. Documents required: 

• CVR4 Form (You will need the unique serial of each metal number plate)  

• Copy of I.D. 

• Copy of vehicle registration certificate 

An additional cost is $5 for a FedEx envelope (plastic, sealable) from a FedEx office or Zimpost. The 
envelope is used for mailing the replacement Third Plate to the applicant. 



3 
 

Replacements should be issued in 14 working days, however at the time of writing (June 2025) 
applicants are waiting between 3 and 8 weeks. Motorists should carry the receipt issued by CVR to 
present at ZRP checkpoints. 
 
If applying from outside of Harare: 

• CVR4 Form (You will need the unique serial of each metal number plate)  
• Copy of I.D. 

• Copy of vehicle registration certificate 

• FedEx envelope 

Drop-off and collections can be done from any Zim Post around the country.  

Final notes: 

• As the document requirements vary from office to office, we suggest readers use the above 
as a guideline.  

• Any comments, corrections or queries are welcome, please email the author at 
info@bigsky.co.zw – so that we can update where applicable.  

References: Howard Dean, publisher of the BIZ Bulletin. The Zimbabwe Legal Information Institute 
(https://zimlii.org/). Optima Legal.  
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