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Heavy Vehicle Compliance Schedule

Statutory Instrument 129 of 2015 Requirements A

Under the Zimbabwe Road Traffic Act (Chapter 13:11), many drivers are caught off guard at roadblocks when they
discover their pickup, small truck, or trailer is legally classified as a 'heavy vehicle' or 'heavy trailer'. Under the Act, a
'heavy vehicle' is any motor vehicle exceeding 2,300 kg nett mass (excluding passenger vehicles with under 8 seats),
while a 'heavy trailer' is any trailer with a factory-rated load capacity of 551 kg and above. To assist operators in
remaining fully compliant at VID and ZRP checkpoints, this schedule details the complete construction standards and
safety equipment required under Statutory Instrument 129 of 2015.

Definitions under the Road Traffic Act (Chapter 13:11):

» Heavy Vehicle: Nett Vehicle Mass (NVM) > 2,300 kg (excluding passenger vehicles with seating < 8).
» Heavy Trailer: Factory-rated load capacity of 551 kg or more (Light trailers are < 550 kg load capacity).

Statutory Section & Technical Specifications & Compliance Requirements
Sub-Heading
Rear View Mirrors « Every heavy vehicle and commercial vehicle must be fitted with two externally fitted rear
Section 12 view mirrors, one on each side.
« Mirrors must be positioned to provide the driver with a clear view of traffic to the rear of the
vehicle.
Tyres » Heavy vehicles and passenger public service vehicles (PSVs) may not be equipped with
Section 14 retreaded tyres on the front axle.
Height Marker Lamps « Heavy vehicles must be fitted with height lamps at the highest point of the vehicle, both
Section 30 (2) front and rear.

e Lamps must be clearly visible from the front or rear.

« Colour: Any colour other than red for the front lamps, and any colour other than white
for the rear lamps.

» Note: Side marker lamps are optional (Section 30(3)). If fitted, they must comply with
Section 30(4).

Retro Reflectors & Warning * Front Retro Reflectors (Sect. 36): Must display a continuous strip of white retro
Signs reflector, at least 50 mm wide, extending horizontally to within 400 mm of each side of the
Sections 36 & 37 vehicle.

* Rear Warning Sign (Sect. 37): Heavy vehicles must display a rear warning sign (a
redlyellow chevron plate as illustrated in the Fourth Schedule) at the rear, extending
horizontally to within 400 mm of each side.
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VEHICLE CONSTRUCTION COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE

S.1. 129 OF 2015

Statutory Section &

Sub-Heading

Technical Specifications & Compliance Requirements

Towing — Side Retro
Reflectors
Section 40

* A heavy vehicle, or any vehicle towing a trailer with an overall length exceeding 8 metres,
must display continuous amber retro reflectors on both sides.

« Reflectors must extend horizontally to within 400 mm of the outer edges of the vehicle or
combination of vehicles.

* Must be fitted at a height of not less than 300 mm and not more than 1.2 metres from
the ground.

« If a continuous strip is not possible, they must be fixed as near as possible to being
continuous.

Livery (Trailers & "T" Signs)
Section 41

* Heavy Trailers (Sect. 41(2)): Must display a rear warning sign (red/yellow chevron plate)
complying with Section 37.

* "T" Signs (Sect. 41(3)): All trailers must display a reflective white "T" on the extreme right
front and a reflective red "T" on the extreme right rear.

* "T" Dimensions (Sect. 41(4)): The letter "T" must be at least 150 mm high and 120 mm
wide. The strokes of the letter must be at least 50 mm thick, placed on a black background
at least 200 mm high and 175 mm wide.

Fire Extinguisher
Section 53

* Mandatory for all motor vehicles (except motorcycles). Heavy vehicles must carry a
serviceable fire extinguisher with a minimum capacity of 1.5 kg.

* Must be approved by the Standards Association of Zimbabwe (SAZ) or another
recognized International Standards Authority, and must display their official mark.

* Must be secured in an easily accessible and visible position within the cab.

» Note: Section 53 provisions (including fire extinguishers, spare wheels, and tools) do not
apply to foreign-registered vehicles in transit or on a temporary entry permit.

Speedometer & Speed
Limiters
Sect. 64(1) & S.I. 118 of 2023

* Speedometer (Sect. 64(1)): Must be equipped with an operating speedometer containing
a light to illuminate the clock.

* Speed Limiting & Monitoring (S.l. 118 of 2023): Heavy vehicles with a Nett Vehicle Mass
(NVM) of 4,600 kg or more, and all Public Service Vehicles (PSVs), must be fitted with
speed monitoring and speed limiting devices. (This repealed the speed sections of S.I. 129
of 2015).

Gross Mass & Labeling
Section 72

* Heavy vehicles and heavy trailers are classified as commercial vehicles. They must
display their GVM and NVM in kilograms on the left outside of the vehicle.

« Letters and figures must be of uniform shape and size, and not less than 20 mm high.

* The Nett Vehicle Mass (NVM) displayed on the left-hand side must exactly match the nett
mass on the vehicle's registration certificate and licence disc.

« Note: This requirement applies whether or not the vehicle is in private use.
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