
Folks, 
In response to the disinformation circulating around illegal fittings … 

There are no new laws regarding vehicle loading, roof racks, bull bars, spotlights and 
LED bars – only new mischief. 

The loading of vehicles and the equipment mentioned here are all covered under SI 
129/2015 and there have been no amendments to this Statutory Instrument since it was 
published in 2015.  

ADVICE TO DEAL WITH THE CURRENT MISCHIEF 

Disregard 1) the false notice starting with "Good day commanders” and 2) the list titled 
"What constitutes illegal fittings". Both are fabrications, full of inaccuracies and 
intended to create consternation and allow for opportunistic behaviour. 

Do take heed of the press statement issued by Commissioner Paul Nyathi on 10 March 
2026, Chief StaV OVicer to Commissioner-General Matamba, Police General H.Q. 

Referring to the above press statement: You should not be concerned unless you are 
driving without registration plates or have been foolish enough to fit sirens and blue 
lights without authorisation. 

Regarding LED bars there is nothing new here. A ZRP operation in August 2021 
eVectively made LED lightbars illegal (although there is nothing written in law to this 
eVect). Read more here: https://bigsky.co.zw/vehicle-spot-lights-and-led-light-bars-in-
zimbabwe/  

Familiarise yourself with the facts. Download and where possible print and carry a copy 
of SI 129/2015 and the Schedule of Deposit Fines (TraVic) 2024, from 
https://bigsky.co.zw/category/roads-traVic/ Note there are no “new” versions of the 
fines schedule!). Pay particular attention under SI 129/2015 to: 

• Section 28: Spotlights 
• Section 75: Loading – Motor Vehicles and Trailers 
• Section 76: Loading - all Vehicles 
• Section 78: Projecting loads 
• Section 81: Carriage of passengers – Goods Vehicles 
• Section 82: Carriage of passengers – Passenger Vehicles 
• Section 6(1): Height of Motor Vehicle or Trailer** 

** The use of roof racks is covered by SI 129/2015. Nowhere does it state that roof racks 
are illegal; the only restriction is the height of the vehicle. You should have no concern 
unless the height of your motor vehicle or trailer exceeds 4.6 metres.  



If you feel you are being treated unfairly at a ZRP checkpoint, contact the P.Q.H.Q. 
Complaints Lines: 

• Harare: (024) 2703631 and WhatsApp 0712 800 197 
• Bulawayo Provincial Police Complaints Desk: (029) 2885479/273547 

Finally, and importantly: 

• Do not pay bribes and become part of the problem. The Corruptor descends to 
the same level as the Corrupted.  

• Be prepared to invest time in the situation: Obtain advice from your TraVic Group 
or P.G.H.Q. Complaints Desks 

• Keep your cool and avoid having your buttons pressed! 
• Share this information with the vulnerable groups in your community and 

company vehicle drivers. 
 

Safe journeys, 
Sean Q. 
https://bigsky.co.zw/category/roads-traVic/  
11.03.26 

PS: the contents of the Big Sky Cubbyhole Notes published in 2017 are still relevant and 
the booklet can be used with confidence. Only the fine amounts have changed – refer to 
the current fines schedule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


