
The Motorist’s Guide to Stop Streets (Published February 2026) 

The Short Version: 

When the Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport updated the legislation on tra7ic signs 
and signals in 2016, they allowed themselves 10 years to replace the old generation of 
signs and road markings. 

The 10-year grace period ended on 31 December 2025, so e7ective from 1 January, the 
provisions of SI 41 of 2016 apply in full. The e7ect of this is that ZRP should ensure road 
signs and markings are fully SADC-compliant before issuing fines. Imposing penalties 
for 'not stopping' at non-compliant sites undermines the integrity of the enforcement 
process and could easily be argued in court. 

The legislation around Stop Streets is covered by the Road Tra7ic (Tra7ic Signs and 
Signals) Regulations 2016, contained in Statutory Instrument 41 of 2016, published on 
08.04.2016. (To bring Zimbabwe in line with SADC road markings/signs standards). 

How to Treat the Stop Sign and Stop Line: 

• If a stop line (RTM1) is used in conjunction with the stop sign (R1), the motorist 
must stop behind the stop line and only proceed when it is safe to do so. 

• If there is no stop line, the driver must stop the vehicle with its front end in line 
with the stop sign and only proceed when it is safe to do so. 

• Once a driver has come to a full stop behind the stop sign or stop line, he/she 
may proceed with caution. 

• A stop line (RTM1) shall only be used in conjunction with tra7ic signals and stop 
sign. Therefore, the road marking cannot be used alone - it must be paired with a 
stop sign (R1). 

Common Hotspots (and Observations): 

• Ridgeway North & Kew Drive: Frequent. Approaching Ridgeway vision is 
obscured by vendors. 

• Edinburgh Road & Alpes Road: Frequent. Stop sign set too far back. 
• Mitchell Road & Arcturus Road: January and February 
• Natal Road & East Road: Frequent 
• The Chase & Pendennis Road: Frequent 
• Harare Drive & Drew Road: Common during Dec-25, Jan-26 
• Coronation Avenue & Kennedy Drive: Common during Dec-25, Jan-26 
• Herbert Chitepo Avenue/ Mazowe Street: New hotspot. 
• Prince Edward Street & Samora Machel Avenue: Up to 11 members in 

attendance 



• Stonechat Lane, approaching from Honeybear Lane: Non-compliant – no stop 
sign (R1) 

• Stonechat Lane, approaching from St. Gerards Way: Non-compliant – Stop sign 
(R1) used with yield road marking. (SI 41/2016: A Yield Line regulatory marking 
RTM2 shall only be used in conjunction with a YIELD sign R2 and its derivatives) 

• Bishop Gaul Avenue & West Road: Near Palm Springs School. Serious 
congestion 

• Baines Avenue & Fifth Street. Some members(?) in plain clothes. 

The Long Version: 

The legislation around Stop Streets is covered by the Road Tra7ic (Tra7ic Signs and 
Signals) Regulations 2016, contained in Statutory Instrument 41 of 2016, published on 
08.04.2016. The purpose of the 2016 legislation was to bring Zimbabwe in line with the 
Southern African Development Community in standardising tra7ic signs, signals and 
road markings in the SADC region. 

SI 41/2016 repealed the 1973 Tra7ic Signs Regulations (Statutory Instrument 573 of 
1973), section 51. To allow the State time to comply (with the SADC standards) 
provision was made for SI 573/1973 to continue in force in relation to any tra7ic sign 
that is not replaced by a tra7ic sign referred to in SI 41/2016. Specifically: 
 
(Page 21) Section 48 (1) A road tra7ic sign which could, prior to the commencement of 
this Part, validly be displayed in terms of the Act, may, notwithstanding the provisions of 
this Part be displayed on a public road until 31st December 2025. 

E7ective 1 January 2026, the provisions of Statutory Instrument 573 of 1973 are 
repealed and superseded by Statutory Instrument 41 of 2016. Consequently, law 
enforcement should operate in compliance with Statutory Instrument 41 of 2016, only.  

ZRP must ensure road signs and markings comply with SI 41 of 2016 before issuing 
fines. Imposing penalties for 'not stopping' at non-compliant sites undermines the 
integrity of the enforcement process. 

How to Treat the Stop Sign and Stop Line: 

• (Page 16) Section 28(3) states: "A stop Line regulatory marking RTM1 shall only 
be used in conjunction with tra7ic signals and stop sign R1 …” Therefore, the 
road marking cannot be used alone - it must be paired with a stop sign, R1.  

• If a stop line (RTM1) is used in conjunction with the stop sign (R1), the motorist 
must stop behind the stop line and only proceed when it is safe to do so. 

• If there is no stop line, the driver must stop the vehicle with its front end in line 
with the stop sign and only proceed when it is safe to do so.  



• Once a driver has come to a full stop behind the stop sign or stop line (where in 
use), he/she may proceed with caution. 

(Editor: R1 – stop sign, and RTM1 – stop line, are illustrated on pages 23 and 156, 
respectively, SI 41/2016). Download a copy here: https://bigsky.co.zw/category/roads-
tra7ic/  
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